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Legislature. I 'm pleased to introduce LB 574. T his is the
Education Committee's first committee priority bill. The theme
here is financial aid for pos tsecondary s t udents, a nd w ith in
this theme, th e bill inc ludes three components. Fir st is a
revision of the distribution structure for need-based aid to
i nc lude au g menta t i o n of t he f und i n g s o u r c e f o r f i nan c i a l ai d .
The second is to address issues relating to th e adm inistration
of t he Nebr a s k a Co l l e g e Sav i ngs P l a n an d t e c h n i ca l r e f i ne ments
b rough t t o t h e c om m i t t e e ' s a t t e nt i o n t h r o u gh b i l l s L B 14 7 an d
L B 466 introduced b y Sen ator Do n Pet erson. T hird is t h e
creation of a Community Scholarship Foundation Program, a
proposal b r o ug h t t o t h e comm i t t e e b y Se n a t o r Be u t l e r i n L B 6 5 8 .
I n t h i s i nt r o d u c t i o n w h i c h i s t o t he g r e e n copy of LB 574 , I
will try to provide you background information on our need-based
a id p r og r a ms , t he cu r r e n t d i s t r i b u t i on s t r u c t u r e , wh i c h L B 5 74
p roposes t o c h an g e . I n t h e n e x t i n t r o d u c t i on , t h e c ommi t t e e
amendment, I wil l try to detail our proposals on all three of
t he c o mponent s I ' v e m e n ti o n e d . An d , f i n a l l y , I wi l l i n t r o d uc e
AM1153, wh i c h i s an ame n d men t t o t he c om m i t t e e am e ndment t ha t
wil l pr o p o se u s e o f e d u c a t i on a l l o t t e r y mo ne y t o a u gmen t
need-based aid fun ds. Be fore p ro ceeding, though, le t me
emphasize the fact tha t th i s bill is a comm i ttee e ffort.
Committee efforts, B rashear, Bourne, Byars, NcDonald, Maxwell,
Schrock a n d S t u h r h a ve a l l co n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i ca n t l y t o t h i s
p roposa l a s h av e m e mber s o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e t h a t a r e n o t o n t h e
Educat i o n C o mmi t t e e . A l i t t l e ba c kg r o u nd on n e e d - b a s e d a i d
programs to begin w i t h then . Firs t, characteristics of our
c ur r en t s t r u c t u r e . Th e g e n e r a l p r o v i s i o n z s t h a t t he po o l o f
students served by these programs are those eligible for federal
Pell Grants. These students ar e awa rded gr ants to attend
Nebraska i n st i t u t i o n s t o i n c l u d e pu b l i c , p r i v a t e i n d ep e n d en t an d
p rivate career schools. The programs are a dministered b y the
Postsecondary Coordinating Commission, an d the in stitutions
themselves, the higher education institutions, act as agents for
t he P o s t s e c o n d ar y C o o r d i na t i n g C o mmi s s i o n i n admi n i s t e r i n g t h e
programs. There are three main programs that we currently have.
The first is SA P, or the Scholarship Award Program. Th is is
based on federal Pell eligibility It 's available for both
public and private colleges. The current appropriation, state
appropriation for this program i s about $ 1.8 m i l l i o n . Th e
second of the three is SSAP, or State Scholarship Award Program.

5331


